Construction starts on 146 Coolock homes in joint LDA and DCC development
· Housing mix at An tSrúill includes cost rental and social homes
· New community, cultural and public spaces
· One of a growing number of joint LDA and DCC projects  

The Land Development Agency (LDA) and Dublin City Council (DCC) have announced that construction is underway on a 146-home development in Coolock in Dublin 5. 
[bookmark: _Hlk180683811]An tSrúill on Cromcastle Road in Coolock will include 133 cost rental and 13 social homes, as well as new community, cultural and open spaces. The 1.7-acre site, owned by Dublin City Council, is located on Cromcastle Road at the junction of Oscar Traynor Road and Kilmore Road, near Beaumont Hospital and opposite the Northside Shopping Centre.
The development will include apartments, public open spaces and communal amenities with new landscaping, a public plaza and green spaces to enhance biodiversity. It will also have easy access to a range of local amenities and services including public transport, shopping and schools. 
Bennett Construction has been appointed as contractor for the development and is already working on site. The name An tSrúill, which means rivulet in Irish, was chosen and voted for by DCC councillors as it was previously used in 1800 to designate a boundary in the area. 
An tSrúill is one of a growing number of developments being delivered by the LDA in partnership with DCC. 
Construction will start imminently on 543 homes at Donore Project at St Teresa’s Gardens in Dublin’s south inner city and planning permission has been secured for the first phase of over 1,000 homes in Cherry Orchard Point in west Dublin. The LDA and DCC are also developing plans for a new housing development at Bluebell Waterways in Dublin 12 with the potential to deliver 389 homes.   
Planning permission for An tSrúill was secured in February 2024 under a new planning provision introduced for local authorities by the Minister for Housing Darragh O’Brien TD.

The S179A temporary exemption allows local authorities to fast-track urgently needed social and affordable housing developments on State-owned lands zoned for residential use and works on this site commenced in late 2024. This is the first time this provision has been used for an LDA project.
John Coleman, Chief Executive of the Land Development Agency said: “We are delighted to get construction started on this 146-home development. An tSrúill is being delivered to the highest standards in an excellent and well-served location with easy access to all local amenities and services. It will provide much-needed cost rental and social housing and it will add significantly to the existing local community, delivering new pedestrian routes and public spaces. This is just one of a number of projects we are working on in partnership with Dublin City Council and I would like to recognise the local authority’s support and its trust in the LDA to assist in the fast-tracking of such large-scale and strategically important housing projects.”

Richard Shakespeare, Chief Executive of Dublin City Council said: “It is fantastic to have broken ground at An tSrúill and we are looking forward to the delivery of what will be 146 high-quality and A-rated homes. This development will add to the housing supply in Dublin 5 and complement another development that DCC is working on at an adjacent site. DCC is committed to maximising the housing potential of land in our ownership and we are continuing to partner effectively with the LDA, whose expertise and experience is helping us to bring projects through the design and planning phases to construction and completion.” 
-Ends-

Editor’s Note:
In addition to working with Dublin City Council, the LDA is also working closely with other councils to deliver housing on land owned by the local authorities. 
In September 2024, the LDA launched the first phase of 597 new homes at Shanganagh Castle Estate, near Shankill in Dublin. The homes were built in partnership with Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council (DLR) on land owned by the local authority. 
DLR and the LDA have also secured planning permission for 852 affordable and social homes at Dundrum Central on the grounds of the former Central Mental Hospital in Dundrum in Dublin 14. This project is subject to a judicial review, which is being contested by the LDA while a second and separate application for 940 homes has been lodged with An Bord Pleanála. 
In Galway, the LDA and Galway City Council have sought the public’s views on plans to build 219 homes at Dyke Road and in Mungret in Limerick, the LDA is working with Limerick City and County Council to develop 183 homes.
About The Land Development Agency
The LDA is the State’s affordable housing delivery body. It is in the process of delivering more than 19,000 homes on State-owned or acquired land and over 8,000 through homebuilder partnerships as part of the Government’s Project Tosaigh initiative. 
About Section 179a
Section 179a was introduced to the Planning and Development Act 2000 as part of the government’s plan to streamline and accelerate the delivery of social and affordable housing. It effectively speeds up so-called Part 8 developments by providing certain exemptions for projects being progressed by a local authority or in partnership with a local authority on land owned by the State. 
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